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HUMAN TISSUE AND TRANSPLANT AMENDMENT BILL 2022 
Consideration in Detail 

Resumed from an earlier stage of the sitting. 
Clause 31: Section 29 replaced — 
Debate was interrupted after the clause had been partly considered. 
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Would the Deputy Leader of the Liberal Party like to repeat her previous question? 
Ms L. METTAM: I will split it up. I refer to the provision that deals with the proposed establishment of the 
Human Tissue Advisory Body. When does the minister expect this body to be established? 
Ms A. SANDERSON: The Human Tissue Advisory Body will be required to be in place by the time the regulations 
are in place and the legislation is enacted. Appointments will be in accordance with the roles within the department. 
It is proposed that the Human Tissue Advisory Body will be chaired by the Chief Health Officer. Other membership 
will include an executive officer of the department with relevant regulatory experience. It is proposed that this will 
be a representative from a public and Aboriginal health division or clinical excellence division, such as the medicines 
and technology unit. In addition, a subject matter expert will be invited to provide expertise relevant to the matter 
under consideration. The secretariat of the Human Tissue Advisory Body will be provided by the office of the 
Chief Health Officer. 
Ms L. METTAM: Can the minister explain how the advisory body will work in relation to ministerial oversight? 
Just to clarify: how many members will there be on the advisory body? I realise the minister just stated who they 
would be. 
Ms A. SANDERSON: It is expected that the Human Tissue Advisory Body will convene only on an occasional 
basis, as prescribed tissue banks will be a one-off recommendation to inform regulations. Case-by-case examples 
are likely to arise only infrequently, noting that the majority of tissue arrangements are captured under the provisions 
of proposed section 29 of the bill. Other operational matters proposed for the HTAB include the Human Tissue 
Advisory Body meeting as matters arise, recommendations for ministerial approval, and records of meetings 
and recommendations being kept by the office of the Chief Health Officer. A summary of the Human Tissue 
Advisory Body’s decisions will be provided by the Chief Medical Officer through the Chief Health Officer to 
the director general, and a summary report will be provided to the minister upon request. WA will be the only 
jurisdiction with that additional safeguard, providing improved oversight of arrangements for supply, such as 
provenance of donated tissue.  
Ministerial exemptions provided under other jurisdictional human tissue acts do not include this additional 
governance. Proposed reporting protocols are similar to the reporting requirements for the Non-Coronial Post-Mortem 
Examinations Code of Practice 2022, which is issued under the act. It is proposed that this reporting process will 
provide appropriate governance while taking into account the need to protect patient identity and confidentiality; 
for example, in the consideration of the approval of a particular tissue product for the treatment of a rare disease. 
The total number of appointments is to be determined by me, as minister, as we develop the body, but it will also 
have the ability to invite members on an essential basis and on a case-by-case basis, as required. 
Ms L. METTAM: What consultation will the minister undertake in establishing the Human Tissue Advisory Body? 
Ms A. SANDERSON: The membership is mostly for the senior executive level of the department and the body 
will meet only occasionally, so there has been limited consultation around its development. 
Ms L. METTAM: What will be the trigger for the advisory body to meet? 
Ms A. SANDERSON: The trigger will be operational matters, as they may arise, recommendations that might 
require approval to the minister, and, for example, the consideration of approval of a particular tissue product for 
the treatment of a rare disease. A summary of the decisions of the Human Tissue Advisory Body will be provided 
by the Chief Medical Officer through the Chief Health Officer to the director general, and provided to the minister 
upon request. 
Ms L. METTAM: Obviously, by name, it is an advisory body and it will provide advice to the minister. Will the 
minister have the power to overrule a decision or recommendation of the advisory body? 
Ms A. SANDERSON: An example that I have been provided when the minister may determine not to accept the 
advice of the body is when a request has been made for the importation of plastinated bodies. For example, with 
the Chinese exhibition that was here a number of years ago on the anatomy and cadavers there were some questions 
around the provenance of those cadavers and whether they were genuinely altruistically imported. When looking 
at requests from medical practitioners, the body will look at the provenance of the tissue, whether the regulatory 
environment that the tissue came has a strong regulatory environment and whether we can be certain that the tissues 
or organs were donated altruistically and with full consent. 
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Ms L. METTAM: The minister mentioned all the triggers for the advisory body to meet. Can a meeting be initiated 
by either the minister or the body? 
Ms A. SANDERSON: The minister can refer an application to the body if an application came directly to the 
minister and vice versa. The most common route would be to go through the body to the minister. 
Clause put and passed. 
Clauses 32 to 34 put and passed. 
Title put and passed. 
[Leave granted to proceed forthwith to third reading.] 

Third Reading 
MS A. SANDERSON (Morley — Minister for Health) [3.05 pm]: I move — 

That the bill be now read a third time. 
MS L. METTAM (Vasse — Deputy Leader of the Liberal Party) [3.06 pm]: I thank the Minister for Health 
and the advisers who have been here for the consideration in detail process and for the clarification of a number 
of matters in the lead-up to the bill. The opposition supports the bill. We support the practice of modern medicine, 
the important investment in research and life-enhancing donations. The amendments to and the framework provided 
around donor human milk is significantly important for preterm babies. The research and what that work provides 
for researchers is also very important. I will leave my comments there. I commend the bill to the house. 
MS A. SANDERSON (Morley — Minister for Health) [3.07 pm] — in reply: I thank members for their 
contributions to the consideration in detail stage and I commend the bill to the house. 
Question put and passed. 
Bill read a third time and transmitted to the Council. 
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